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of clear, well-articulated speaking and the
good effects of enthusiastic talking. They
learn how to stand without seeming stiff and
awkward. In their interest they forget to be
self-conscious.
It is best, as a rule, for the teacher to give
subjects for this work, but to make them
such that the pupils can use their own experiences and observation.
The second division of what should be
expected deals with written work.
Perhaps the greatest single point is to
teach a child to like or wish to write. This
can be done by giving him an opportunity to
express his own experiences, his own ideals—
himself. His ideas must be stirred and set
in some kind of order, to be sure, but he must
be let alone to express himself in his own
way. Slowly his way can be changed into
a standard way, but great care must be taken
not to kill the individuality in his work.
Abstract subjects must be taboo. Imagine
the consternation of a twelve-year-old on being told to write a composition on Truth.
But give him an opportunity to tell about
the plans his Boy Scout Chapter has on foot,
about the big things it means to do, and he
will enjoy doing it. Of course a pupil must
have enough knowledge about a thing to be
interested in it. When necessary, this knowledge may be given in class, or the pupil directed Where to find it. Make-believe situations do not appeal to the normal child.
The closer the work is linked with his natural interests, his play, his reading, his favorite
pastimes, the greater will be the interest and
real progress.
All this means that a teacher must keep
in close touch with her class, their hobbies,
their home life, their games and pastimes.
Nothing has been said about the purely
mechanical side. There must be drill, drill,
drill on ordinary forms and usage, sentence
formation,and punctuation. This does not mean
drills of a lifeless kind, but drills vitalized
to the point where they take on real life, because their importance in getting a certain
result has been highly emphasized.
The simple mechanics of the letter, both
business and social, must have become second
nature. This requires patience, perseverance,
and hard work, but can be done. Real letters should be written—letters that take up a
real situation, letters to somebody, letters that
will be sent.
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What shall we say about how much formal grammar a pupil must know when he
enters high school ?
One point is certain:
there is no use in teaching a pupil the parts
for which a person in normal life will never
have need. However, it is true, that nobody
without a well-founded, workable knowledge
of grammar is safe, either in his written or
spoken English. Therefore the pendulum
must not swing too far in the direction of
leaving out grammar. A firm hold must be
kept on the parts that relate directly to correct
usage. By all means should a pupil have those
parts that are useful, practical, vital; but he
should be saved from those which serve only
as material for mental gymnastics.
Carrie M. Duncan

IV {a)
THE TRAINING SCHOOL
A PRACTICAL PLAN FOR THE TEACHING
OF PHONICS
The study of phonics is not an end in itself. It is used in the elementary schools as
an aid in reading and also as a help in spelling. Its purpose is to enable the child to pronounce words at sight. Without recognition
of similarity of form and sound, the child is
left without the power to recognize new words
independently. He must go to the teacher
for help. So phonics provides a key for pronunciation.
It also shortens the task of
reading and leads to independent work on
the part of the child.
Clear enunciation is necessary to good
work in phonics. Children will not get the
idea of the sound, except as it is clearly spoken. It is sometimes necessary to tell and show
the children how to use the organs of speech,
in some of the more difficult sounds. The
speech will eventually sink to a level of habit,
so the aim must be to make the utterance of
speech an unconscious habit.
A practical plan of how the phonics is
taught in the primary grades may be useful
at this point. The consonant sounds are
taught by means of a story, bringing in the
sounds in connection with the pictures rep-
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resenting these sounds. For instance, the
story of a cat tells that he says "f" when he
is cross, and "f" is the first sound of the
words fall, fan, fat, etc. The watch says "t"
and "t" is the first sound of tick, tan, tall,
etc. These words are then taught to the
class. Interesting stories can be made up by
the teacher that will impress the new sounds
on the children's minds very clearly and accurately.
After a number of consonant sounds are
learned, the phonogram, or "family" word is
introduced. This tends to shorten the process of word building.
The most useful
phonograms are selected for emphasis. For
example, family words, such as "all," "ell,"
"ing," "ound" and many others will be
used. A set of rimes is used as reading lessons. One rime is worked out each day.
From this rime a phonic family is developed and drilled upon. The rime is placed
on the blackboard and each child is required
to read it silently. When he has difficulty
with any word his knowledge of phonics is
used to work out that word. The following
illustration of a rime and its developments
may be of value here.
We
On
Oh,
To

play in the hay
a sunshiny day.
this is the way
stay happy in May.

The new family to be developed is "ay."
Some child is asked to read the rime to the
class after it has been studied. Attention is
called to the fact that there are a number of
words in the rime belonging to the same family. These words are underlined by different children and sounded. The family name
"ay" is then written on the blackboard and
the words in the rime, belonging to that family, placed under it. Other words are added
to the list by the children. Printed cards containing these words are also drilled on, and
many games and other devices for drill are
used. One that the children are particularly
anxious to play is the "father" game. The
teacher says, "Father 'ay' has lost his paju"
A child points to the word and says, "I found
his 'pay,' " sounding the word as he touches
it. Other games are used successfully, such
as "Merry-go-round," sounding all the
words on a brick wall, asking questions,
"What sounds shall 1 put with 'ay' to make
'stay'?"

13

Words developed in the family are then
used in sentences in order to see if the child
understands the meaning. After the words
have been visualized and sounded by the class
they are then erased and given as dictation
for blackboard work.
The aim in these lessons is to get the
correct habit for attacking new words, and
this habit puts within the child's power a
reading vocabulary. He has a key which can
be used independently.
Lillie Belle Bishop

IV (3)
"THROUGH NATURE UP TO
NATURE'S GOD"
AN APPRECIATION
Any one acquainted with the courses of
study in our public schools needs no argument
to be convinced that the study of nature has
never yet been accorded the place it deserves.
There are hundreds of little children all
over our land who come from homes utterly
devoid of anything to quicken their imagination, to excite a love of the beautiful, or to
gratify their desire for information concerning the wonderful processes going on all
about them. Dewdrops sparkle in the summer sunlight; hoarfrost enshrouds the dear
dead things the autumn's breath has stricken;
but whence either came or whither it went
are tantalizing questions to many a hapless
child in its ignorant environment.
Many children are so poor that they have
seldom felt the joy and pride of ownership.
Under the skillful guidance of some devout
nature student, what a world of wonders can
be opened up for these little hungry souls!
Storms and sunshine, rainbows and sunsets,
landscapes and waterscapes—all theirs for the
trained looking! Jewels on wing, curios in
the water, stars in the snow storm, quaint
figures in the constellations—all theirs for the
proper searching.
Handbook of Nature-Study.
By Anna
Botsford Comstock, B. S., Assistant Professor
in Nature Study in Cornell University. Cloth.
Illustrated. 918 pages. Price ?3.25. Coinstock Pub. Co., Ithaca, N. Y.

